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- ARGUED THAT RECENT STATEMENTS BY FRENCH CHIEF 
OF STAFF MERY AND BY GISCARD ARE "AN ABANDON- 
MENT OF A POLICY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE"; 

- CLAIMED THAT KEY PORTIONS OF THE COUNTRY'S 
DEFENSE INDUSTRY ARE CONTROLLED BY AMERICAN 
(AN OLD THEME) AND WEST GERMAN (A NEW ONE) 
MULTINATIONALS; 

- CRITICIZED GOF NUCLEAR PRIORITIES, CALLING 
THEM RESPONSIBLE FOR A DEGRADATION OF FRENCH 
CONVENTIONAL FORCES. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AVOIDING THE ISSUE: SINCE FIRST DROPPING A HINT THIS 
SPRING THAT THE PCF MIGHT BE WILLING TO DROP ITS OPPO- 
SITION TO FRENCH INDEPENDENT NUCLEAR FORCES, BAILLOT 
HAS BEEN CAREFUL TO STAY OUT OF THE FORCE DE FRAPPE CON- 
TROVERSY. HIS INTERVIEW IN FRANCE NOUVELLE (JULY 19) 

IS EQUALLY CAUTIOUS AND DOES NOT TOUCH ON THE QUESTION. 
HOWEVER, BAILLOT DOES ARGUE THAT THE "DEGRADATION OF THE 
CONVENTIONAL ARMY" IS A DIRECT RESULT OF GOF DECISIONS 
TO ACCORD PRIORITY TO BUILDING UP NUCLEAR FORCES. 

2. GISCARD-MERY: IN HIS CLEAREST STATEMENT YET, BAIL- 
LOT ARGUES THAT THE TWIN NOTIONS OF FORWARD BATTLE 
ZONES AND AN ENLARGED SANCTUARY ARE IN DIRECT OPPOSITION 
TO THE CONCEPT OF A NATIONAL DEFENSE LIMITED TO FRENCH 
SOIL AND CLAIMS THAT THESE GISCARD-MERY INTERPRETATIONS 
MEAN THAT THE FRENCH ARMY WILL NECESSARILY BE RE-INTE- 
GRATED INTO NATO. PERHAPS EVEN MORE INTERESTING, BAIL- 
LOT CITES FORMER GAULLIST HERO ADMIRAL SANGUINETTI AS 
PARTICIPATING IN THESE OBJECTIONS. BAILLOT ALSO NOTES 
THAT A FORWARD BATTLE ZONE IMPLIES STATIONING FRENCH 
PLUTONS IN FRG TERRITORY AND SAYS THAT HE DOES NOT BE- 
LIEVE THE FRG WOULD PERMIT THIS STATIONING WITHOUT IN- 
TEGRATING THE CONTROL FUNCTIONS INTO NATO. 

3. COMMENT: BAILLOT HAS PERFORMED TWO INTERESTING 
OPERATIONS FROM A DOMESTIC POLITICAL POINT OF VIEW. 

HE HAS CLEARLY AND CONCISELY STATED PCF OBJECTIONS TO 
GISCARD-MERY AND HE HAS MADE A KIND OF OVERTURE TO THE 
GAULLISTS. THE FIRST HAS BEEN DONE BEFORE, AS HAS THE 
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SECOND, BUT BAILLOT HAS TAKEN MORE OF THE LANGUAGE 
OF THE GAULLISTS IN ADDING THE FRG MULTINATIONALS TO THE 
LIST OF THOSE THREATENING FRENCH INDEPENDENCE IN SECURI- 
TY MATTERS. WITH THE LEFT WING OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY 
WOOING THE GAULLISTS, THE PCF MAY HAVE DECIDED THAT IT 
TOO NEEDED TO RE-OPEN ITS ACT. 
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